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Fiddler on the Roof F 


ANDREW VLASBLOM 

EDITOR-IN-CHIEF 
radition. It’s a word you 
within 
circles, isn’t it? Like most 


hear often these 
institutions, Redeemer has many 
traditions. Most of us students 
are familiar with check-in day, 
communal meals, and periodic 
visits to the business office to 
make surprisingly high tuition 
payments. Most of the faculty 
with 
routine lecturing, grading, and 


are no doubt familiar 
slight delight when a student 
says exactly what he or she wants 
to hear. Some of the staff may be 
familiar with that morning coffee 
break, lunch hour, and students 
who are aloof to how much work 
they create for the staff. Finally, 
| think everyone’s familiar with 
the costly cafeteria lunches. 

But the Theatre Arts 
department of Redeemer made a 
step in the right direction when 
they decided to break with the 
tradition of no musical theatre 
and staged Fiddler 
on the Roof. While there have 
been 


projects, 


some musical shows on 
Redeemer’s stage in the past 

NZR and Antigone come to 
mind just in the past few years 
this year marks 
the first time that they have 
staged a fully-fledged, widely- 
known Theatre 


I’ve been here 


musical. The 


Arts partnered 
with the Music department and 
Sinfonia to create an atmosphere 


department 


with unprecedented production 
values in Redeemer’s history, 
and it showed. Directed by Alan 
K. Sapp, conducted by Dr. Paul 
Thorlakson and adapted from 
Stein’s book, 
familiar 


Joseph 
combined musical 


numbers, sleek choreography, 
and fine acting to situate the 
audience in a setting where you 
really 


dance on roofs. 


could believe fiddlers 

The story of the play 
centers around a small Jewish 
community in the 
village of Anatevka during the 
early twentieth century, 
follows the struggle of Tevye, 
a philosophical milkman who 
has five daughters and wishes 
them marry 
have integrity, shared beliefs, 
traditional and a 
full of cash. While 
influences continue to interfere 


Russian 


and 


to see men who 


values, COW 


outside 


with Tevye’s strong sense of 


tradition, he tries to keep his 
family together while dealing 
with the wandering ambitions 
of his three oldest daughters, 
who each desire husbands who 
do not meet Tevye’s approval. 
Also, he must face persecution 


and eviction due to the edict of 


the Tsar. The story is a moving 


one that contains moments of 


Fiddler 


bittersweet humour, realized 
destiny, and lové==all the while 
allowing the story to be moved 
along by attractively designed 
musical numbers; 

The produetion values 
of Fiddler wcre Wigher than any 
other play in Red@gmer’s history, 
thanks largely to ti@ phenomenal 

cast. Dr. Qoug Loney seems 

to have much in common 
with Tevye, whith undoubtedly 
contributed to his convincing 
performance, I couldn’t help but 
think of Loney in the classroom, 
making similar comments to 
Tevye during his lectures. His 
genuine humour and linguistic 
behaviour were used well in the 


lead role, and he carried most of 


the show. Joy Johnson as Tevye’s 
Golde, won the 
audience over, as she maintained 
a balance of perceptible anxiety 
and compassion, while rarely 
overdoing the emotion. Despite 
Loney being significantly older 
than Joy, their relationship was 
handled well, and was more 
enjoyable for it. 

The rest of the cast 
exhibited solid performances, 
with a few standouts. I was 
particularly impressed — with 
Kaitlyn MeGee, who has not 
only great acting talent, but also 
lovely vocals: the “Matchmaker” 
song was am absolute delight. 
Another notable 


wife, also 


performance 


came from Steve Siemens, who 
also exhibited strong vocals 
and an equally convincing 
performance. Amy Vermeer was 
once again joyously enthusiastic 
in her theatricality, and Warren 
Boonstra was fun to watch. 
Bill Wiersma was great to see 
as Lazar Wolf, and | especially 
enjoyed the chemistry he shared 
with Loney onstage. It would 
be a treat to see them perform 
together again. 

The cast could not have 
had such chemistry without 
the guidance of the director, of 
course. Guest director Alan K. 
Sapp handled the production well, 
it seems, as did choreographer 
Trevor Copp, as few beats 
were missed. The dancing and 
location of actors on stage was 
rarely distracting, which allowed 
the audience to focus on the 
present action in the moment. 
This was especially evident 
in scenes such as “Tradition,” 
where nearly every actor was 
onstage, yet had something to do 
without colliding with another 
actor or being a distraction. 

A musical would not 
exist without its musical score, 
of course, and this was handled 
wonderfully by Paul Thorlakson. 
Conducting his Sinfonia from 
backstage, there was a_pitch- 
perfect blend of music to 
accompany the vocals, which 


inds Its Tune 


thoroughly conveyed the tone 
of the play. From the moment 
that “Tradition” began, I knew 
we were in for a great show, 
and the orchestra delivered. 
My expectations were certainly 
exceeded in this category. 

The set design was 
appropriate for the setting and 
for what needed to be conveyed 
onsiage, and David Anitsctlier| 
delivered. Tyler VanHolst did a 
fine job painting the set, as the 
lighting allowed the colours to 
contain that much more subtlety 
and era indication. Further cast 
credits go to Joseph Hamilton, 


the stage manager; Sharon 
Klassen, the producer; Sam 
Frisk, lighting design; Chris 


Cuthill, poster design; Andrew 
Bergsma, sound; and the list 
goes on. Every cast and crew 
member contributed to make this 
production as fine as it could be, 
and that’s exactly what it was. 

Fiddler on the Roof may 
mark the first official musical at 
Redeemer—but will there be an 
encore? Time will tell, certainly; 
but as was apparent with each 
performance, if this production 
is the only musical that the 
theatre arts department stages at 
this institution, they’ve gone out 
with a standing ovation. 
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Application for Preaching the Truth: 
Christians Only? 


the world nearer to reality.” 
On the surface such a statement 
can be taken very innocently as 
an attempt to get rid of “all that 


KEVIN BRATCHER 
JUNIOR STAFF WRITER 

n the realm of the academic 

it has been deemed suitable 

to discuss ideals, morals, 
standards and _ creeds _ in 
hypothetical terms- or if you’re 
a dreamer, objective terms. The 
idea is that people of different 
backgrounds and _ confessions 
gather together to learn from 
each other’s experiences and 
grow in their knowledge and 
understanding of the world. This 
is not, | think, automatically 
flawed as a method of increasing 
wisdom in the world, because 
it is true that God’s creation 
proclaims itself to all, and so 
even those who are devotedly 
opposed to the true God will 
occasionally stumble onto truth. 
However, the fact that those who 
reject God nevertheless stumble 
upon the truth occasionally 
should in no way be a validation 
of their worldview. In other 
words- just because a man with 
a blindfold might be able to walk 
in a line on occasion doesn’t 
mean that we should follow him 
down any path (especially not a 
straight and narrow one). 

This is a problem that we 
often run into as Christians 
(whether we acknowledge it or 
not) when we run to the embrace 
of events such as the World 
Religions Conference. The 
mission statement of the WRC 
is as follows: “We affirm the 
value of interfaith interaction, 
for educating ourselves 
regarding other faiths and 
philosophical traditions. The 
interfaith concept is a unifying 
vehicle, which can aid us in 
bringing the reformation of 


COMIC RELIEF 


How Do WE KNow iF 
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divisiveness”. Surely, after all, 
we are all sinners and none can 
claim in themselves to know 
the truth about God. At least at 
this conference we can all join 
together to peacefully point out 
our views so that others may 
take them into consideration. 
And surely we can also through 
our heart-warming spirituality 
seek to make peace in the world 
and lift everyone’s hearts up in 
looking forward to the afterlife 
(or if you’re a Hindu, many 
afterlives), 

The problem here that no 
one seems to get is that the WRC 
by its very name and symbols is 
validating the religious pursuits 
and ideals of its members. If all 
7- no sorry, 8 if you include the 
token humanist they bring in to 
give his perspective- groups are 
already considered “Religions,” 
which is to say valid groups 
representing certain ideals, then 
there is no longer any real purpose 
served in coming to present your 
separate perspectives. There 
is no reason to change. Sure, 
it’s fun and informative- but 
in effect it becomes much like 
a group of fruit vendors who 
join together every year to 
extol their particular favorite 
fruit. All of them have chosen a 
particular fruit that they find to 
be especially savory, and none 
of them have any respect for 
vegetables (although they’ll let 
a token Brussels sprout vendor 
show up anyway), but at the end 
of the day they are all in fact 
supporting fruits. Whether you 
choose one or the other, you’re 
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still eating fruit and it’ll be good 
for your body. 

If the alarm bells in your 
head haven’t gone off yet, 
you need a new sound system 
installed. 

What you have to realize- 
and what we as Christians cannot 
honestly avoid being convicted of 
as pariahs in a world set against 
the true God- is that the worship 
of God is not a human search for 
personal truth, or even corporate 
truth. It is most definitely not 
a quest for spiritual intimacy 
that fulfils you and gives your 
life purpose, nor is it simply a 
standard of morals you submit 
yourself to. This is the world’s 
definition of religion. This is the 
atheist’s definition of religion. 
By association, therefore, this 
is. probably Satan’s favorite 
definition of ‘Teligion. However, 
we as Christians must define 
religion in a wholly different 
manner. We must define religion 
as the pursuit of truth, not as WE 
see it, but as GOD teaches it to 
us. Religion is not just finding 
your spiritual niche, or fulfilling 
your needs, or finding a comfort 
in death. It is responding to One 
Eternal and All-Powerful God, 
who is evident in Creation and 
has created each and every one 
of us and watches over us all of 
our lives (however few breaths 
they may be). It is thankfulness 
for our very existence and praise 
for the free gift of Salvation (by 
grace, through faith). It is fear 
(yes, I said fear) and humility 
for our constant rebellion. 
Christianity is not “being born 
again” as the end of the story, 
but the constant regenerating 
work of the Holy Spirit in our 
hearts, and being thankful as 
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a chosen person for salvation. 
Our response must be seeking 
to constantly grow in the 
knowledge and understanding 
of God- and that God reveals 
Himself in the Bible. There is 
no truth about God which is 
revealed apart from God, and 
the sufficient truth for salvation 
is given to us in the Bible. It is 
the whole and complete Word 
of God, and its truth is testified 
to us in our hearts by the Holy 
Spirit who is at constant work 
in us to will and to work for our 
salvation. We as God’s servants 
may expound on the Word, and 
make it known and understood 
among the people, but insofar 
as any human phrase contradicts 
the Word of God, it is false. 

I hit on something in 
particular in that last paragraph 
that I know the World Religions 
Conference would have a 
problem with- that the Bible is 
the whole and complete Word 
of God. They would have you 
believe that each of us carries 
a unique and environmentally 
molded piece of truth, and 
that by coming together we 
can determine a greater, more 
holistic truth for people. They 
want to be the “unifying vehicle” 
which helps us to bring about the 
reformation of the world. Yet | 
must ask, “How can we do so 
if we as Christians are telling 
the truth, and they are lying?” A 
religion that denies or adds to the 
truth of God’s Word can not be 
a spiritual leader in this world. 
It may try as hard as it wants, and 
dress up its churches however it 
wants, but it will never be true. It 
has as its source false documents 
and prays to false gods, and so 
it will inevitably turn from God 


and lift up pursuits that are for 
man’s glory. A world that has 
no killing and is peopled with 
decadent folk who live to be 
900 years old and who achieve 
great things that improve all 
of humanity’s lives may seem 
nice, but it is worthless apart 
from the true worship of God. 
| would rather live a few years 
and worship God gladly than 
sacrifice God’s Law to increase 
my life by one day. 

Go to the leading atheists, 
and men like Karl Marx and 
Richard Dawkins, and they will 
tell you that religion is created 
by mankind to help us get 
through life, or to give meaning 
to our activities, or perhaps even 
to suppress the working classes. 
Their portrait of religion is much 
the same as their portrait of 
their own philosophies- simply 
another idea in a pile of “nice” 
thoughts on what we’re all here 
for. We all know this is false, 
and yet if we go to them and say 
that there is “some” God, and his 
name is Allah, Jesus, Shiva, or 
any other number of admirable 
spiritual creatures, then we’ re just 
proving them right, and they 
have every right to laugh at us 
and kick us into the corner of the 
public eye. It is only a resolute, 
faithful, and  God-centered 
Christianity, uncompromising in 
its acknowledgement of God’s 
truth and devout in all its human 
capacity in service to God that 
can possibly effectively lead the 
world to truth. We as God’s tools 
have the only key to the truth. 
We are the reformation. 

When will we start to 
lead? 
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n talking with students this 
[éenest at Redeemer, and 
reading pieces that have 

surfaced in the past several 
months in the Crown (not to 
mention monitoring the rather 
voluminous Fac/Staff email 
list) I’ve become increasingly 
concerned about what | 
consider to be a groundswell 
of economic cynicism and 
misinformation. 

The argument — as | 
have encountered it — is that 
recession is good because 
it means a moral revival 
— that Canadians (and 
Americans) will learn 
to live without material 
extravagance and_ simplify 
their lives, rediscoverin 


9 


“home, friends and family”. 

Of course eS oi 
writes Toby Young from the 
Spectator (UK), love disasters. 
“No sooner has some calamity 
befallen mankind than some 
hair-shirted scold emerges 
from his priest hole and 
starts wagging his finger. The 
message 1s always the same: 
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here is only one of the 
Ten Commandments 
many Christians today 


don’t believe should be taken 
literally. Why? 

Keeping the Sabbath 
holy was instituted in creation 
(Genesis 2:3), and thus before 
the Fall. It was blessed by God 
in the creation, written by His 
finger on stone tablets twice, 
tablets which only contained 
9 other commandments _ that 
formed the entire framework of 
Jewish and Christian society. 
These 10 commandments 
and all other commands for 
righteousness and holiness by 
Moses and the prophets were 
summed up by Jesus in two 
commandments: love God and 
love your neighbour as yourself 
(Matthew  22:37-40). This 
summary by Christ is not an 
abolishment of the law for not 
a jot or tittle of the law will be 
removed while this earth stands 
(Matthew 5:17-18). If this is 
the case, why do we forget the 
command to remember? 

What does remembering 
the Sabbath mean? When 
explained to Israel, God told 
them it meant setting aside an 
entire day in seven to worship 
God and rest from the daily 
tasks of the other six days. The 
only work allowed was_ that 
which was needed to keep the 
body alive. | mean this loosely 
because it included feeding your 
family, servants, and animals as 
well as spiritual nourishment and 
acts of mercy (Luke 14:5; Acts 
13:42; 18:4, etc). 

In the Old Testament, 


the Sabbath was the last day of 


the week. In the New Testament, 
the church now celebrates on the 


first day of the week, formally 
called “The Lord’s Day” in 
Revelations 1:10. It was changed 


to this day because of the utmost 
significance of Jesus Christ. The 
Sabbath pointed to Israel’s rest 
in God as creator (Exodus 20; 
8-11), sustainer (Exodus 16;20- 
26), and salvation (Deuteronomy 
5:12-15), The Lord’s Day, which 


Letter to the Editor: 


An Economy that Doesn’t Deserve Bailin 


‘You are being punished for 
your immoral lifestyle.” 

This is not necessarily mean 
spirited, but it is econet 
politically and __ historically 
misguided, Recessions 
breed more than Wendell 
Berry’s idealist agrarianism 
- Gey breed pessimism, 
Birthrates drop and suicide 
rates rise. Recessions are 
about fear, and diminished 
expectations. Young writes, 
“the recession is not a ‘much- 
needed reality check’ — it’s 
a source of great suffering.” 

David Brooks from 
the New York Times argues 
that it is the recently mobile 
middle class that will feel 
it, especially in developing 
economies where millions 
of people have climbed out 
of poverty. This recession 
is pushing them back down. 
What kind of form will this 
disillusionment take? Will it 
be the populism and nativism 
of the 1880s and 1890s, with 
the apocalyptic forebodings 
and collectivist movements 
crushing individual rights? 
Or the cynicism of the 
1970s when Bretton Woods 
fell apart, and the oil shock 


points to the fulfillment of the 
law is a day set apart to God 
each week to be reminded of the 
salvation from sin and death that 
is found only in God through His 
son Jesus Christ. When we keep 
the Lord’s Day, it is to proclaim 
the Gospel, or at least that is 
what Christians originally did. 

By now maybe someone 
is thinking “legalism.” If you are, 
I encourage you to read God’s 
Word on what it means to love 
Jesus and live righteously. We 
agree the Ten Commandments 
still apply when it comes to 
idols, stealing, adultery, etc, 
but keeping the Sabbath holy is 
glazed over and anything goes. 
God designed us and planned 
this world so that we don’t need 
seven days of the week to do all 
the common things that need to 
be done. This means that if we 
need to work on Sunday (with 
the two exceptions mentioned 
above about mercy ministry 
and preaching the Gospel), it 
is because we have not been 
self-disciplined enough during 
the rest of the week, at which 
point working on Sunday is 
making the sin of self-serving 
that much more poignant. Not 
remembering the Lord’s Day can 
also be because of a lack of faith 
and repentance in that we do not 
want to rely on God or trust in 
Him for provision, a message 
directly contrary to the Gospel 
~ that is salvation in Christ 
alone and on His merit alone 
(Ephesians 2:8-9), 

Let me give you a 
pertinent, practical example: 
the opening of the Redeemer 
laundry mats on Sundays. The 
Bible never expressly say that 
doing laundry on the Sabbath is 
wrong, however there are few 
people who would disagree with 
the idea that it falls under the 
heading of chores, which were 
not to be done on the Sabbath, 
Lest we get sidetracked, the 
problem with opening them on 
Sunday is not because of doing 
work on Sunday. The problem 
with opening the mats on Sunday 
is that we have willingly lost a 
witness and a faithful reminder, 
The even bigger problem 


rocked the global economy? 
Presciently Brooks asks, “will 
the Obama administration 
spend much of its time battling 
a global protest movement 
that doesn’t even exist yet”? 

It will not merely be 
the material deprivations 
that will bite, but the loss 
of social identity, networks, 
status symbols and social 
order, Students might have 
the luxury of bemoaning a 
consumerist North American 
capitalism which is “finally 
getting What it deserves”, but 
my heart breaks when I hear 
them disassociate themselves 
from their politics, their 
culture, and their nation - as 
though somehow they bear 
no common responsibility to 
pursue justice in the public 


sphere. Real people, with 
real loves and desires are 
being hurt, and spiralling 


into psychological and socia 

cacoons - people are afraid 

and alone, and we’re gloating. 
Shame on us. 


Robert Joustra is a part-time 
professor in political science 


at Redeemer. 


Considering the Sabbath 


however is that most have even 
forgotten what that witness and 
reminder was! In discussing the 
issue, | heard reasons such as: 
“Who are we to punish those 
who left their laundry overnight 
on Saturday?” or “Sunday is a 
day of rest and some find doing 
laundry restful.’ Such examples 
show a lack of ;:pmembering why 
past RA’s wanted to keep them 
closed. They wanted them closed 
so that when people looked at the 
closed mats, Christians and non- 
Christians, they would ask why 
and then us Christians could tell 
them that it is a reminder of the 
rest we have in Christ and that 
He is the one who died and rose 
again and gives us life through 
salvation by no work on our 
own part or from us being any 
bit deserving and thus we don’t 
do ordinary things on the Lord’s 
day but rather devote that day to 
Him. This is the Gospel message. 
What seems like legalism to 
some is actually a message to 
the contrary and it was always 
intended that way, even when it 
was written On the stone tablets. 

| agree that to some, 
not doing laundry on Sunday 
is legalism, but this cannot be 
our determiner because there 
are people who go to church 
on Sunday, take part in the 
sacraments, and even preach the 
Gospel, hoping to add something 
to their salvation or else make 
their sin less, Does this mean 
that those things should be 
Stopped because of legalism? 
Of course not. All those things 
become legalism when their 
true meaning is forgotten. I have 
heard of certain denominations 
considering getting rid of 
Jesus Christ because He is too 
controversial, What happened to 
Godliness and righteousness! Do 
we care? 

Jesus said that the 
“Sabbath was created for man, 
not man for the Sabbath” (Mark 
2:27). It is @ blessing Jesus said 
this because now we are freed 
from the problem of trying to 
be legalistically keeping the 
Sabbath. We take this passage 
out of context when we assume 
this is the fason Jesus abolished 


the requirements of the law 
that stood against us. In the 
parallel passage, Matthew 12: 
1-8, the above quote is not there. 
There is instead something 
profound about the priests 
being commanded to profane 
the Sabbath. Man was not made 
for the Sabbath but the Sabbath 
was made for man fo remember 
his Creator, Sustainer, and 
Salvation, Jesus removed the 
judgment of the law (Colossians 
2:13-17) not so that we could do 
whatever we want, but so that 
we would turn to worship Him 
who removed our burden! If we 
love Him, we will do what He 
commands; He commands us to 
keep the Sabbath, and here we 
have come full circle. 

Not doing any work on 
Sunday and remembering the 
reason | don’t have to do work 
on the Lord’s Day has been very 
freeing for me. It is wonderful 
to take one day out of every 
seven to reflect on God’s grace 
in giving me a day to reflect on 
His grace. It is also a wonderful 
rest from the rush and _all- 
consuming nature of our modern 
consumerist culture, 

Sadly we have forgotten 
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the Message. We who are 
supposed be leaders in this world 
have forgotten to communicate 
the Gospel through _ living 
righteous lives to God and 
keeping the Lord’s Day. | have 
heard people trumpet the laundry 
mat decision as an example of 
our “Christian Liberty” and 
the school “moving forward” 
while it is really a fall into 
worldly selfishness, denying the 
Gospel for the sake of our own 
convenience. | am just as guilty 
as the rest of you in not following 
Christ as He commands. This 
does not mean | am no longer 
qualified to encourage you. 
God forbid! As your brother 
I encourage you to make a 
commitment, even if just for a 
few weeks, to take the Lord’s 
Day as a rest from work and 
instead spend it on worshiping 
Him through rest, time spent 
with others, and mercy ministry. 
It makes a wonderful start to 
each week! 
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esterday, Charles 


Darwin turned 200 years 

old, posthumously. Now 
hold on a minute, I hear you 
saying, isn’t Darwin still alive? 
| mean, sure, he died, but by his 
theories he'll be back up and 
evolving in no time. 

If you’re not laughing yet, 
good—the above was not a 
joke, but an example of how 
few people who casually speak 
about Darwin or his theories are 
legitimately informed to do so. 
During my time at Redeemer, | 
have encountered many people 
who “know” less about Darwin 
than they do of reincarnation, for 
example. That is to say, they’ve 
given significantly more thought 
and study to the latter idea than 
to the former naturalist. This 
seems impractical to me, since 
one can only speculate about 
reincarnation, while the legend 
of Darwin is easily accessible— 
On the Origins of Species 1s 
available in Redeemer’s library, 
in fact. Also, it is conceivable 
that Darwin’s theories regarding 
current observable life on earth 
could prove more relevant than 
contemplating theories of future 
existence. 

With the above in mind and 


The Evolution of Darwin 


reincarnation aside, it is my hope 
to bring some clarity regarding 
Darwin to those who are not 
entirely sure of who he was or 
what he stood for. Before I begin, 
a brief disclaimer: | am not a 
scientist (my current placement 
in Biology 101 may attest to 
this), nor do I claim to revel 
in Darwinism; also, this article 
will not attempt an evolutionist/ 
creationist argument, but 
rather, an impartial exposition 
concerning a man who is often 
misperceived as an adversary of 
the Christian faith. 

As a native of Shropshire, 
England, Charles Darwin was 
raised in a Unitarian home, 
though he was baptized in the 
Anglican Church. He attended 
an Anglican school, then went to 
medical school; however, Darwin 
found many of these lectures 
to be less than interesting, and 
consequently neglected his 
studies. His father, Robert, 
became frustrated with his son’s 
slack, and sent him to study 
toward becoming an Anglican 
pastor. During this time, Darwin 
gained an appreciation for 
reason and science, but also for 
Christian language and _ logic, 
enjoying the efforts set forth in 


William Paley’s Evidences of 


Christianity. 
Following his graduation, 


Darwin was offered the role of 
a naturalist to accompany Robert 
FitzRoy on a two-year voyage 
aboard the HMS Beagle, which 
was a planned expedition to South 
America for charting purposes. 
The voyage lasted five years, 
however, and during most of this 
time, Darwin was on the land, 
primarily investigating geology. 
He made many _ observations 
and recorded his speculations, 
particularly on small and extinct 
animals, theorizing the manner in 
which such creatures fit into the 
bigger picture. His voyage was 
in many ways life-changing, and 
by the time he returned home, he 
had discovered where his true 
passion lay, 

Darwin married following 
his voyage, and had ten children 
with his wife. While he was a 
devoted father, he experienced 
a particularly trying time in 
his life when his second child, 
Annie, fell ill and died. Darwin 
was broken, and he soon stopped 
attending church and began to 
lose faith in Christianity. 

While Darwin regarded 
the Bible as a source of moral 
coisa “aground 
from his voyage, he became 
critical of the interpretation of 
the Bible as historical fact, as he 
had developed numerous theories 
that contradicted the story of 


Romantic Movies 


SCOTT FAIRLEY 
ALUMNUS STAFF WRITER 


Scott suggests four actually romantic 
movies that won’t rot your brain 


here’s a very good reason that 
the vast majority of men (and 
to be fair, a good number of 


women) cringe at the mention of date 
movies. And there’s always a deluge 
of them either released on video or 
in theatres around Valentine’s Day. 
And they’re generally intellectually 
insulting, overwhelmingly sentimental, 
and almost always pandering to what 
(predominantly male) writers and 
directors think women want to see 
onscreen, almost always at the expense 
of realism and truth. And they make 
copius amounts of money and have even 
proven to have altered the psychological 
makeup of North America, 

But they’re not all unwatchable. 
| wouldn’t go so far as to say I’m a 
cynic when it comes to love, but the 
pie-in-the-sky ideal of romance as a 
panacea simply doesn’t ring true to 
me anymore, and I’ve come to resent 
the traditional Hollywood romance 
myth. At the age of 24, my view 
is now as such: Relationships can’t 
solve problems by virtue of simply 
existing. They offer the enormous 
advantage of solidarity when facing 
them, but they don’t have magical 
powers that can move mountains or 
make ordinary people break into song. 
Romance is wonderful, don’t get me 
wrong; it’s just not a superpower. 

But if you, faithful reader, still 
have to impress that someone 
special and need to make a trip to 
Blockbuster, here’s some onscreen 
love stories that'll appeal to both 
head and heart, cynic and romantic. 


Once - 2007, dir. John Carney 
Once is one of those movies that’s 
hard to look at and scoff. It subverts 
so very many conventions of both 
musicals and romance movies, and 
it’s a beautiful little movie about two 
people who come to something bigger 
and better than just jumping off into 
bed together after falling for eachother. 
Starring musicians Glen Handard 
(of The Frames and Swell Season) 
and Marketa Inglova (also of Swell 
Season), this little Irish flick doesn’t 
offer the sort of big Romantic end you 
might expect, but it doesn’t disappoint 
either, It’s incredibly refreshing 
as a whole, the performances feel 
spontaneous and natural, and the music 
is top-notch. It’s a far ery from a chick 
flick, but it’s legitimately romantic 
by freeing itself of Hollywood 
conventions and fully embracing the 
relationship it portrays. 

Garden State - 2004, dir. Zach 
Braff 
Garden State juggles genres a fair 
bit. It’s a meditation on post-modern 
malaise, it’s a buddy movie, and it’s 
a coming-of-age story, but it’s still 
basically about falling in love. Zach 
Braff (he of Serubs fame) and Natalie 
Portman (she of Star Wars fame) spend 
much of the movie learning about 
each other and shaking loose their 
neuroses during a weck in New Jersey. 
Most coming-of-age movies add a 
little romance to the mix, and Garden 
State is no exception, but for whatever 
reason, it feels a bit more fresh here. 
Maybe it’s the music, or maybe it’s 
how slowly it sneaks towards it’s final 
act, or maybe it’s how gosh-darned 
adorable those two crazy kids are, but 
the movie resonates emotionally, and 
stronger than you might expect. It’s 
not free of convention like Once, but it 
knows how to use convention to tell a 
story right. 


Eternal Sunshine of the Spotless 
Mind - 2004, dir. Michel Gondry 
Jim Carrey and Kate Winslet nearly 
completely deconstruct the romantic 
comedy in this one, and it’s the sort 
of movie that could easily be just 
plain depressing. But between Andy 
Kaufman’s script and the flashes of 
beauty thrown in, it manages to be 
a strong romantic film in it’s own 
right. It’s by far the most ambitious 
and challenging movie on this list, 
and it’s central thesis is effectively 
“relationships can be so horrible that 
you'll want to wipe theny your 
memory”, but there’s a beating heart to 
be found here and it’s got an enormous 
amount of depth and truth. * 
Slumdog Millionaire — 2008, dir. 
Danny Boyle 
It’s on a fast track to win Best Picture 
at this year’s Oscars, and with good 
reason; it’s phenomenal in every 
aspect. The music is fantastic, the 
cinematography is breathtaking, 
and the performances are solid. It’s 
also one of the best executed love 
stories I’ve seen in a mocie, While 
it too subverts expectations, what 
it replaces stock romantic scenes 
with is something far better and 
far more worthwhile. It’s flashy 
and visually arresting to be sure, 
but there’s also a lot of heart in this 
movie. Danny Boyle is one of my 
favourite filmmakers, and it’s his first 
real attempt at a love story, What he 
winds up creating is a movie that will 
stay with you for a long time if you 
let it. It’s very rare that a movie can 
be founded on a story that predates 
cinema by centuries, yet still manages 
to have a unique voice of it’s own. 


Scott is an alumnus of Redeemer 
University College, and updates a film- 
related blog at scottfairley.com 


creation. He also questioned 
why other religions could not 
be considered as equally valid 
alongside Christianity. Darwin 
never professed to be an Atheist, 
as he never denied the existence 
of God: “An Agnostic would be 
the more correct description of 
my state of mind,” he professed 
in 1879. 

Darwin’s theory on the topic 
of natural selection was set forth 
in his 1859 publication On the 
Origin of Species, stating that 
due to the variable conditions of 
the world that he had observed 
coupled with the struggle for 
survival, that any profitable 
characteristic a creature should 
obtain would then imply that it 
has been “naturally selected.” 
Darwin also contended that as 
creatures having been created in 
different forms, we have evolved 
from a “simple beginning” 
toward a “beautiful end.” The 
process is still on-going, he 
concluded. 

Species received a fairly 
mixed reaction, but Darwin’s 
influence was — nevertheless 
already becoming evident. The 
book became translated quickly 
into different languages, and 
the notion of evolution spread 
quickly amongst scientists and 
academics. Darwin _ greater 


work, from which the abstract 


Species was derived, is found 
in Descent of Man to Emotions, 
which chronicles further 
Darwin’s studied on evolution 
and natural selection. Darwin’s 
experimentation and research 
supporting his publications was 
extensive, and his life’s passion 
was devoted to a pursuit of 
evidence to support his theories. 
Darwin died in 1882, at the 
age of 73. He was revered highly 
among his colleagues, who 
motioned to have a state burial for 
Darwin, The funeral took place 
at Westminster Abbey, where he 
was buried next to Isaac Newton. 
His influence spread quickly, 
and his contributions to science 
are among the most highly 
valued among the scientific and 
academic communities today. 
While it is impossible to 
compress Darwin’s life story and 
primary arguments for natural 
design and evolution in a single 
article, | would suggest that 
the best way you can become 
enlightened regarding Darwin 
would be to actually read his 
work. [would like to think that 
this bit of information has caused 
you to become more interested in 
the man and his ideas, rather than 
write him off because you have 
heard that his beliefs do not line 
up with your own. 
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CAMPUS NEWS 


Aaron Richmond: 


Local Poet Turns Tragedy 


Into Triumph with Social Justice 


PETER FRIESWICK 
ASSISTANT COPY EDITOR 


aron Richmond is a 
second year at Redeemer 


with an impressive 


portfolio. He is the author of 


Night 


poetry 


Song, a 


sold at  Redeemer’s 


bookstore, and the 


several provincial awards for 
short stories and poetry. He 
is also published in_ student 


anthologies 
rhough a minor celebrity 
English 


among Redeemer’s 


students, Aaron’s life has not 
always seen success. 

“When I was four days 
old, | had a grade four brain 
haemorrhage,” Aaron explained. 
One of four ventricles in his brain 
ruptured, which destroyed the 
left side of his brain and a small 
section of his right. “Until I was 
two years old,” Aaron, said, “‘ 
had 3 hours of physiotherapy 
and occupational therapy every 
day 
\aron is lucky to survive 
an ordeal that kills or severely 
cripples most of its victims. He 
suggests it was his age that saved 


his life. “I was only four days old 


when this happened. I had time 
to adapt.” The right side of his 
brain compensates for the loss 
of his left. 
he haemorrhage left 
\aron visually impaired, which 
made him a target of bullies in 
elementary school. They beat 
\aron up and when he fought 
back, he was the one that got in 
trouble 
By the time he was 15, 
\aron’s father had died and he 
had attended 23 funerals over the 
span of & 


years. The experience 


was heart wrenching and made 


collection of 


winner of 


him bitter. Aaron said that he 
wondered at the time, “What’s 
the point of love? What’s the 
point of being connected and 
having a family or anything, 
because sooner or later they're 
all going to die on you and 
you're going to be left alone?” 
“So I turned to writing as 
a way to get my thoughts out,” 
Aaron said, referring to his 
upbringing. “A lot of my writing 
has been inspired by events in 
my life.” 
It was not until Aaron 
worked in a nursing home for 


five years, performing palliative 


care that he had a change of 


heart. “That’s where I started to 
see why God brought me through 
all these things,” Aaron said with 
great emotion. “Because | can 
empathize with people...and 
bring comfort to their families... 
that’s the reason I had to go 
through all these hardships.” 

Though Aaron started 
writing to release his pain, he 
now sees his writing as a platform 
for social justice. He looks at a 
world filled with needy people 
and says that Christians need to 
make a positive difference tn it 
He believes that his writing 1s 
“a response to the world around 
is. 

Despite his keen eye for 
exposing social problems, Aaron 
has not always received a warm 
welcome for his efforts. In high 
school he wrote a song called 


nide (Las 


a wannabe gangster baby who 


“Disturbed about 
machine guns his parents while 
smiling. 

Aaron was trying to show 
children label 


that the 


SOCICLY 
as “disturbed” are normal kids 
who are negatively influenced 


by music and media. He wanted 


parents to make time to teach 


their children and not the 
television. While he believed his 
song had a positive message, his 
teachers thought differently. “I 
got in a lot of trouble for writing 
that song,” he said. 

In addition to his high school 
teachers, Aaron has also received 
opposition from Christians who 
don’t think his gritty writing is 
sanctifying. Aaron doesn’t care, 
saying “as a Christian writer, | 
am offended by many Christian 
that that 


soft, you know, where the story 


books come out are 
always works out.” 

God is present everywhere 
and Aaron secks to help others 
find Him in the midst of their 


tragedies. -| want to be real. 
Because if you are not real, it’s 
not legitimate to your audience; 
if it’s not legitimate to your 
audience, they aren’t going to 


read it: and if they don’t read 


it, you’ve wasted your time 
producing it.” 

He acknowledges that 
some of his writing contains 
violence and profanity and edgy 
characters, but they have a point. 
“The purpose is to offer these 
people hope. To say we know 
what it is like.” 

Aaron referred to Acts 


17, where Paul debates with 


the Greeks in a way they could 
understand 

Aaron also encourages other 
writers to write about all aspects 
even the sinful 


of life. ones 


“Our calling as Christians is to 


make a positive difference in 


this world,” he said. “You should 
not worry about offending weak, 
Christian sensitivities,” 

Despite his past problems and 
\aron 


his phys limitations, 


remains positive and upbeat. He 


' 
4 


\ 
\ 
7 


has a passion for learning. Last 
summer he read 28 books while 
taking summer courses. “I don’t 
believe in limiting myself,” 
\aron explained. 

“If the axe is dull and 


its edge unsharpened, more 
strength is needed but skill will 
\aron 


LO: 10 


bring success” quoted 


Ecclesiastes ‘Its omy 
favourite verse because it Is a 


reminder of where 


I’ve come 
from and where I’m going. [I’m 
like that dull axe, but with a lot 


of work and dedication, | can be 


successful.” 


Other Happenings 
Around Campus 


a 


When asked tf he feels 
limited by being legally blind, 
\aron responded, “Being 
visually impaired is not a 


limit. In a lot of ways it Is an 


advantage.” He explained that 
the average Canadian will 
own 10 cars in their life time, 
averaging $35,000 each. With 


the gas and the insurance, 
“Someone could spend well ovet 
a million dollars...1 get free bus 
passes,” Aaron said with a smile, 
referring to a charity that gives 


him a small pension 
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Bacon Wrapped Pineapple 
and Water Chestnuts 


From allrecipies.com. 


INGREDIENTS 
* 2 (8 ounce) cans whole water chestnuts, drained 
* 1 teaspoon garlic powder 
*1 1/4 cups soy sauce 
* 24 slices thick sliced bacon, cut in half 
* 1 (15 ounce) can pineapple chunks, drained 
toothpicks 
1 cup brown sugar 


* 


x 


DIRECTIONS 
1. Stir the water chestnuts together with the garlic powder and soy 
sauce in a small bowl. Set aside to marinate for 30 minutes. 
2. Preheat oven to 350 degrees F (175 degrees C). Line a baking sheet 
with aluminum foil. 

3. Drain the water chestnuts, discarding the soy sauce. Place a pineapple 
chunk in the center of each piece of bacon, then place a water chestnut on 
top of that. Fold the ends of the bacon over the water chestnut, and secure 
with a toothpick. Repeat with the remaining bacon, pineapple, and water 
chestnuts. Gently toss the bacon-wrapped chestnuts with brown sugar 
in a bowl, then place onto the prepared 
baking sheet. 

4. Bake in the preheated oven for 
25 minutes, then turn the pieces over, 
and continue baking 15 to 35 minutes 
longer until the bacon has cooked to your 
desired degree of doneness. Briefly drain 
on a paper towel-lined plate, and serve 
hot. 


Shrimp Stir-Fry 


INGREDIENTS 


* 2 tablespoons cornstarch 


x 


3/4 cup cold water 


2 tablespoons reduced-sodium soy sauce 


x 


l teaspoon garlic powder 


1/2 teaspoon ground ginger 


2 cups fresh broccoli florets 


2 tablespoons olive oil 


1 medium sweet red pepper, julienned 


* 


3 green onions, chopped 
| pound uncooked medium shrimp, peeled and deveined 
1 cup frozen Oriental mixed vegetables, thawed 


x 


* 


* 


3 garlic cloves, minced 


* 


1/4 cup chopped peanuts 


DIRECTIONS 

1. In a small bowl, combine cornstarch 
and water until smooth. Stir in the soy 
sauce, garlic powder and ginger; set aside. 
: 2. In a large nonstick skillet or wok, stir- 
cy %| fry broccoli in oil for 2 minutes. Add red 
f pepper and onions; stir-fry for 2-3 minutes 
or until vegetables are crisp-tender. Add the 


shrimp, Oriental vegetables and garlic; cook 


. Pare 3 minutes longer. 
ee SE 3. Stir cornstarch mixture and stir into 


as al in = 7 ‘ we . f 
shrimp mixture. Add the peanuts. Bring to a boil; cook and stir for 2 
minutes or until thickened. 
* Try adding rice noodles or rice for a more substantial meal. 
The Destitut 


By Aaron Richmond 


Long forgotten by the living 


is 


Best Brownies 
INGREDIENTS 
* 1/2 cup butter 
1 cup white sugar 
2 eggs 
* 1 teaspoon vanilla extract 


= 


Flowers bloom 


Bombs are dropped It seems to be a time of folklore and magic 


x 


1/3 cup unsweetened cocoa powder 
Our world without war, and poverty 


x 


< 1] « 4 ® 
1/2 cup all-purpose flour ¢ hildren are playing in the streets 


* 


1/4 teaspoon salt 
1/4 teaspoon baking powder 
3 tablespoons butter, softened 


x 


* 


3 tablespoons unsweetened cocoa powder 


= 


1 tablespoon honey 
1 teaspoon vanilla extract 
* 1 cup confectioners’ sugar 


DIRECTIONS 


|. Preheat oven to 350 degrees F (175 degrees C). Grease and flour an 


8 inch square pan. 


2. In a large saucepan, melt 1/2 cup butter. Remove from heat, and stir 
in sugar, eggs, and 1 teaspoon vanilla. Beat in 1/3 cup cocoa, 1/2 cup flour, 
salt, and baking powder. Spread batter into prepared pan. 

3. Bake in preheated oven for 25 to 30 minutes. Do not overcook. 

4. To Make Frosting: Combine 3 tablespoons butter, 3 tablespoons 
cocoa, 1 tablespoon honey, 1 teaspoon vanilla, and 1 cup confectioners’ 


sugar. Frost brownies while they are still warm. 


Explosions rock my world 
Silence after descends 

Then rage and pain 

This is madness 
Contaminated water 

Thread bare clothes 

With ever so many holes 
Living in an abandoned house 
With no electricity 

Or running water 

Filth is everywhere 

It is morning 

This is another day 

Our parents are dead 

Or have been taken away 

To labour camps or battle fields 
But we live on 

No one notices 

Or seems to care 

If we live or die 

Another brealefast 

From the garbage 

That covers the street 

Dirty needles and debris 
From destroyed buildings are all that we see 


Bearing witness to the serenity of a yesterday 


We c ry oul 


There is no reply 


The children are dying 

You can help us 

But you refuse 

Why? 

Every day more flowers bloom 
And bombs are dropped 

We are not bitter about 

Our savage lot 

In life 

Even when the rest of the world 
Sleep in sheets 

While we live outside 

On the cold hard streets 

In the middle of 

A civil war 

What is civil? 


It is only war 


“Speale up for those who cannot speak for 
themselves, 
for the rights of all who are 


destitute.” (Proverbs 31:8 NIV) 
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RE: The Return of the Pharisees? 


Responses to 


TIM SELLES 
SPECIAL TO THE CROWN 


hen | read The 

Return of the 

Pharisees article in 
the last issue of the crown, I was 
shocked by the ignorant claims 
and broad generalizations 
that were made. Instead of 
presenting a potentially thought 
provoking caution against 
the “Ivory Tower” syndrome, 
Gale arrogantly condemns 
C.S. Evans, Susan Van Zanten, 
Craig Bartholomew, Gideon 
Strauss, Calvin Seerveld, Mike 
Goheen, and a host of other 
dedicated Christian academics 
as Pharisees. This condemnation 
is misguided and is based on a 
couple rash, shallow arguments 
that cannot hold their ground. 

Gale begins by 
comparing our Christian 
academics to the Pharisees, 
stating that they “care more 
about the letter of the Law, and 
less about following the heart of 
it.” He assumes here that folks 
like Bartholomew and Goheen 
disregard the missiological side 
of life and involve themselves 
solely in the academic arena, an 
assumption that is completely 
off the mark based on readings 
of their work and personal 
interaction I’ve had with both of 
them. 
Gale tried to sidestep 

this rebuttal by differentiating 
between the Pharisees’ 


hypocrisy and their “missing 
of the mark” when interpreting 
the law.! However, he fails to 
recognize that the Pharisees’ 
hypocrisy was a direct result 
of their misinterpretation. If 
the academics present at the 
conference are all “missing the 
mark”, then wouldn’t that be 
evident in the lives that they 
lead? 

C.S. Evans, the man 
who unintentionally “inspired” 
Gale’s original article, writes in 
his book, Kierkegaard’s Ethic 
of Love, that “the follower’s 
of Jesus commands should not 
merely form a counter-cultural 
community, but should seek 
to participate in and transform 
[the church and state], striving 
for justice and the good of all” 
(Evans, 328). Notice how these 
words show a powerful concern 
for the heart of the law... 

Another Keynote 
speaker, Gideon Strauss, 
worked as an interpreter for 
the South African Truth and 
Reconciliation Commission, 
and served more than 3 years 
of a 6-year community service 
assignment as a conscientious 
objector against serving in 
the South African army under 
apartheid.2 He also currently 
holds the position of Research 
and Education Director for the 
Christian Labor Association of 
Canada, and is the general editor 
of Comment, 3 a quarterly 
magazine intent on educating 


and encouraging Christian 
students to explore the place that 
Christ holds in all of life. 

Craig Bartholomew 
also lived in South Africa 
during the time of Apartheid, 
and grew interested in the 
important role that a developed 
Christian worldview could 
play in response to evils in our 
world. Bartholomew’s academic 
interest in worldview was built 
out of a desire for justice and, in 
turn, led him to a richer, deeper 
Christian life that many students 
at Redeemer have the privilege 
to benefit from and be mentored 
by. 

I can go on. Susan Van 
Zanten co-authored Literature 
Through the Eyes of Faith, a 
book that tells the power of 
literature to help us see the 
kingdom in a new way, even if 
it is “through a glass, darkly”. 
Mike Goheen gave a lecture 
at the conference based on 
1 Tim. 4:4 (“For everything 
God created is good...”), 
exploring the place of sport and 
competition in the Christian 
life. A group of us had lunch 
with Calvin Seerveld, where 
we discussed art, beauty, and 
playfulness as Christians in 
an aesthetic world... I find it 
rather difficult to understand 
how Gale could come to label 
all these dedicated, impassioned 
Christian scholars as Pharisees. 

Even so, he can’t 
leave it at that, and instead 


Cosmopolitanism: 
Challenge, Change and the 


Christian Academic 


DENISE VERSTEEG 
SPECIAL TO THE CROWN 
edeemer’s Worldview 
Conference provided 
students and faculty alike 
with the opportunity to rethink 
and refresh their worldviews 
in light of a changing and 
challenging world. However, 
in an article featured in the 
previous issue of The Crown, | 
was shocked to discover that one 
student, and perhaps others, felt 
that Christian academia in pursuit 
of knowledge and wisdom is, in 
short, the domain of Pharisees 
and generally a waste of time. 
My question to this 
particular student, as well as 
those of you sharing this belief, 
Is why are you here? What 
do you expect of Redeemer? 
lt is through the 
knowledge and wisdom within 
the different fields of study 
offered at Redeemer that we not 
only find Christ, but we also find 
the means to spread and proclaim 
the gospel. 
Take, for example, Dr. Susan 
Van Zanten’s keynote address 
on Christian cosmopolitanism. 
Dr. Van Zanten outlined the 
importance of Christians actively 


engaging in the community of 


the globalized world. As the 
distant corners of the world are 
brought closer to home through 


technology and the spread of 


information, Van Zanten called 
upon the Christian cosmopolitan 

one who is a citizen of the 
world — to engage in the cultures 
of different countries by means 


pursuit of 


of reading. Van Zanten pointed 
out that it is through reading that 
one can enter new worlds; these 
worlds are formed by the authors 
and the readers through drawing 
on objects and ideas found in 
God’s created world. 


Van Zanten outlined four 


ways by which, through reading, 
the Christian can live globally. 


Firstly, reading allows us to enter 


other communities and worlds so 
that we may better understand 
them. Secondly, reading allows 
us to hear the voices of those who 
struggle. Thirdly, reading allows 
us to appreciate the different 
styles of art and beauty that 
point us to God. Finally, reading 


expands our understanding of 


God and truth. 

This approach to reading, 
and to academic study in general, 
is a golden example of how we 
might pursue Christ and his 
work. Yet, we must take this idea 
further. In the follow-up Q&A 
session, several students had the 
opportunity to pose questions to 
Dr. Van Zanten. My own question 
dealt with the issue of reading in 
terms of the translation of world 
literature. As a student who has 
read literature in a different 
language, I have come to realise 
that the full meaning of a text 


is lost in translation. Dr. Van 
Zanten confirmed this notion as 
Ww S answered my follow-up 


question about the importance of 


language learning in light of this 
fact. Dr. Van Zanten stated that 
it is important for every person, 
in light of globalization and the 
increasingly diverse linguistic 


community, to learn at least 


one additional language. It is 
in learning different languages 
that we also practice Christian 
cosmopolitanism. 

With this idea in mind, 
I would hope that 
Redeemer community — students, 
faculty, staff and board members 
alike — might apply this Christian 
cosmopolitan worldview to its 


also the 


academic decisions in terms of 


course offerings and academic 
requirements. The 
decision to remove the second- 
language requirement from the 
core requirements, for example, 
may reflect our 
attempt as Christians to live as 
cosmopolitans actively engaging 
the world’s different cultures and 
languages. 
Again, | raise the question, not 
just to those of you who believe 
academic studies distract us 
from Christ, but to all students: 
Why are you here? We have 
a responsibility as students 
especially as liberal arts students 
to engage our minds in our 
fields of study, to broaden our 
worldviews through — studying 
multiple disciplines, which is 


recent 


poorly on 


reflected in our completion of 


core courses, and to hold our 
University accountable for 
ensuring that a true liberal arts 
education includes any and all 
opportunities for engaging the 
global community in a Christ- 


like manner, Through our 
academic studies we discover 
Christ, engage our global 


community and gain the tools 
necessary to do his work, 


dismisses their academic work 
as “irrelevance,” claiming they 
focus solely on the linguistics 
and heuristics of the Bible 
when they should instead be 
living out the great commission. 
“When was the last time these 
theologians led someone to 
Christ?” he asks, as if someone 
is keeping a proverbial score. 
The question is nearly too 
pretentious to respond to. One 
could go on for quite some 
time about the missional role 
that theologians and Biblical 
academics have played since 
the days of the early Church 
fathers, but there isn’t space 
for that here. | would instead 
simply suggest you sit in on an 
Old Testament studies lecture 
with Ryan O’Dowd and witness 
the passion that he shows in 
relating the Pentateuch to our 
own devotional lives. Or, speak 
with someone in the Philosophy 
of Aesthetics course and listen 
to how greatly the thinking 

and guidance of Seerveld 

and Strauss has shaped their 
thoughts on aesthetic and 
cultural obedience. 


Now, TIl admit that 
academia may not be the calling 
for everyone, but it is the 
responsibility of every Christian 
to “always be prepared to give 
an answer to everyone who 
asks the reason for the hope that 
you have” (1 Pet. 3:15). This 
includes being able to respond 


Buying 


PETER FRIESWICK 

ASSISTANT COPY EDITOR 
bought a human on_ Jan. 
24. A little boy. Leonardo. 
He glared at me from an 
oversized postcard, stocked by 
World Vision at 

social justice conference. 
I didn’t really buy Leonardo; 
! bought him the chance to live a 
better life for $420 year. That’s 
$1.16 a day. Pocket change to a 
student who can afford to drink 


Redeemer’s 


hot chocolate every night. 
There were stacks of little 
kids, some of them smiling, all 
of them asking for a sponsor, I 
sifted through a pile of children 
affected by HIV. Probably 80 
kids and | could fit them all in the 


palm of my hand. | wondered if 


this is what it must feel like to be 
God, except powerless: | could 
only help one. 

Only Leonardo went home 
with me as the World Vision 
booth was packed up. The rest 
are still trapped in the no man’s 
land of an attaché case, elastic 
band shackled to 79 other kids. A 
transportable, global orphanage. 

What startles me is that | 
was the only person at Redeemer 
to free a child from a year of 
oppressive poverty. | walked by 
a social justice conference | was 
not even attending and picked 
up a kid. | would have thought 
that social justice Samaritans 
would have done the same. 

The World Vision rep told 
me a large number of people 
stopped to talk. Their parents 
sponsored a child. It was a 
positive experience for them 
they said. They supported the 
idea, 

Obviously not, or they 
might have sponsored a child 


the Conference Response 


wisely and intelligently to every 
aspect of the realm of academia. 
And, while | would 
agree that the great commission 
was intended for us, now, | 
firmly believe that there is no 
better witness of Christ than a 
well-rounded, vibrant life, one 
that 1s intent on living at the 
crossroads, one that, when it is 
all said and done, can honestly 
and deeply claim to have been 
lived for Christ, in all of life. 
One of the best ways to find 
that balanced Christian life is 
to study under the guidance of 
those who have devoted their 
own lives to exploring the 
breadth of the gospel through 


academics, 


Note: Kuyper’s Café and 
Student Senate are hosting an 
event to celebrate and discuss 
the riches of the conference on 
Wednesday, February 25" at 7: 
OOpm in the executive dining 
hall. | encourage all of you to 
consider attending for a time of 
reflection and sharing on what 
it means to be Living at the 
Crossroads. 

(Footnotes) 

| His fourth endnote 

2 www.cardus.ca/fellows 
gideon/. 


3 www.cardus.ca/comment 


Humans 


too, 

This is not a guilt trip; | 
am aware that some people are 
already giving to various mission 
organizations and _ charities. 


Nor do | 


how righteous | am; | haven't 


intend to herald 
seriously tithed in three years 
(I don’t like giving to faceless, 
nameless institutions). It was 
time for me to give, and God put 
it on my heart to sponsor a child 
about a month ago. 

What | want to suggest is 
that there is a difference between 
paying lip service to an ideal and 
living out that ideal. 
Social justice is a nice thought 


actually 


to believe in. Being Christian is 
a nice thought too. But allowing 
our parents to do social justice 
or be Christian for us is 
We don’t 

these things unless 
we do them too. Committing to 


nol 
enough. believe in 


either of 


love Christ without loving our 
neighbours is as incongruous as 
civic do-gooders walking past 79 
needy children at a social justice 
conference (Mat. 25:31-46; Ja. 
2:14-25). 
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CROSSWORD CORNER 


“ISN'T IT ROMANTIC?” By Marjorie Richter —— Edited By Timothy E. P arker 


ACROSS 
1 Cliched 
6 Crossed the Channel, 
ala Ederle 
10 Withdraws (with "out") 
14 StarinOron 


15 Spy Mata 

16 Spouse of Zeus 

17 Oak product 

18 Bar members (Abbr.) 

19 Last year's twelve- 
year-old 

20 With 61 Across, this 
puzzle's theme 

22 Like same salmon 

24 Novelist Beattie 

25 Comedian "Colonel 
Maggie" Martha 

27 It's Bigin Landon 

30 Humorous poet Nash 

32 Computer fixers 

37 Skin soother 

39 An acting Singer 

40 Flynn, with the dashing 
roles 

41 Part 1 of a question 

43 Part 2 of the question 

45 Numerous, in slang 

46 Ancient fertility god 

48 Eject, as lava 

49 Like magnolias in a 1989 
film? — 

50 Moderate purple 

§2 Occasions for spikes in 
the NFL 

53 Anatomical canal 

55 It cleans our soles? 

57 Davidson's w ere 

61 See 20 Acros 

66"... --- Saw Eb: a" 

67M even outngger 

69 —- a customer 

70 Low in fat 

71 lreland's alias 

72 Shire of "Rocky 


73 Word with theme or parallel 


74 Bidg. units 
75 Barkin or Corby 


DOWN 
1 Sussex streetcar 
2 Poza —- de Hildago 


3 "The Firebird" composer 


Stravinsky 
4 —- incognita 
§ Bad-weather culprit 
6 Austin Powers verb 
7 Sprinkler, essentially 
8 Type of works? 
9 Hip-hop diva Elliott 
10 ''~- be in Eno- 
land" (Browning) 
11 Cheat at pin-the-tail-on 
the-donkey 
12 Leaves home 
13 Dune material 
21 Saxon leac-in 
23 It will expire if notfed 
26 Twenty Questions 
category 
27 \Wails 
28 TS. or George 
29 Nick of "Nightwatc h” 


31 Alternative to nothing 

33 Causes an unearned run 

34 Burial vautt 

35 —- inon (moved toward a 
goal) 

36 Turns shamply 

38 Ultimatum ender 

42 New Haven student, 
inform ally 

44 Mission in Texas 

47 \Where metals are detected 

51 Author Truman 

54 Aggressive and then some 

56 Having a musical key 

57 Beatles film 

58 Sphere of study 

59 Parent 

60 Clickable item 

62 Nonna and Charlotte 

63 Bail out on Wall Street 

64 Two silkwarms raced and 
ended in --- 

65 Imprest 

68 Mr. Van Winkle 
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CROWN | 


DIVERSIONS 


SUDOKU 


EASY 


Puzzles Retrieved From: http://www.sudokupuzz.com/ 


Student Voices 


NOr! 
OPARTIES 
N 1A SES 


WHAT ARE YOU DOING 
FOR VALENTINES DAY 
THIS YEAR? 


“Taking the day off.” 


“Spending it with loved ones, but nothing 
special.” 


“Meditating on why we observe love on St. 
Valentine’s Day. Why can’t there be a Platonic 
Love Day?” 


“I'll be out off campus, and that's enough to 
love any day for.” 


“It’s during Reading Break, so it doesn’t even 
feel like a holiday. So, | don't know...maybe 
make out or something.” 


OTMUMPS 


GET MUMPS AND YOU'LL SPEND 9 DAYS IN ISOLATION. 


Mumps is a Very contagious disease that can cause serious complications. Catch it and you'll have to spend 9 days in 
isolation. 4 out of 5 young adults are not fully protected, Make sure you are. Get the mumps ¢ atch-up vaccination 


Find out more at Ontario.ca/mumps or call 1-866-559-4598 


“It’s the worst day of the week, month, year, 
decade. Well, one of ten on that last one. 


“Eat, drink, and I’m sorry, why is this Paid for by the Government of Ontario * 
important?” a. : -* Ontario 


ae 


